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THE PEOPLE'S CONVENTION.

INTERFVIEW WITH THE
GOVERNOR.

4 N

Governor Scoti's Assurance that there
has been no Irregularity in the Fi.
nances=A Chunce for the Tax, nyers—
The Offices to be Filled with Good
Men=—NMinority Representation—No
Repudiation=The Convention to be &
Permanent Body to be Convened at
the Discretion ofthe President.

{#PECIAL TELEGRAM TO THE XEWS.]
CoroMbra, Wednesday, May i0.

The great feature ol to-day’s doings has been
the protracted interview of the commillee of
{he convention with Governor Scott.

At 11 o'clock lo-day the committee of eleven,
appointed to confer with the Governor on
various subjects, called upon tie Execulive,
and an important interview occurred. The
committee consisted of the following dele-
gates : M. C. Buller, Cadwalader Jones, Gabriel
Cannon, B. W. Ball,.W. H. Wallace, Richard
Lathers, A, M. Lowry, G. A. Trenholm, E. J.
scott, ™ B. Smith, T. C. Weatherly.

General Butler, as chairman, opened the
conversation, by saylng that the committee
appeared, nursuant to resolutions of the con-
vention, not as pariisans or members of any
political organization, but simply as citizens of
the State, to ascertain in what particularathey
might be able to co-operate Wwith his Excel-
lency, In bringing about a better condition of
affairs in South Carolina. That there was cor-
ruption, violence, and a disturbed condition of
society, all parties conceded; but, with a pro-
per understanding and an exhibition of the
right spirlt, he believed thatthe difficulties
might be removed.

The Governor expressed much gratification
at the opportunity to lay before the represen-
tatives of the taxpayers of the State all the
facts in his possesston relative to the finances
of the State. It has been wildly covjectured.
he said, that an Illegal and Irregular manipu-
lation of the public funds had taken place:
but, in fact, notlking bad been done involving
the eredit of the State not strictly authorized
by law. Both the Executlive znd State offi-
cials invite a full investization of the books
and accounts, and the committee will thus be
able to correct many false impressions. I de-
sire, continued the Governet, cordially to
co-operate with you in satisfying the pub-
lic mind on this subject. At my own
invitation, the treasnrer, the comptroller gen-
eral, the State agent and other officials are
present, and 2l express the utmost willing-
ness3o lend their uid to the committee. Con-
cerning the public debt statement made by the
comptroller, I believe it to be substantially
true. Of necessi‘y, expenses are accumulating
and greéater than they ought to be; but, when
there is distrust of the public credit, the State
which owes money is always forced to pay
larger rate of interest than one perfectly sol-
vent. Hence, the value of securities is less-
ened and the dificulties of the adminisiratiqn
are increased. For this cundition of affairs I
am not respopsible; and I think the offtcers
have dope everything they could to give con-
fidence to the public concerning the fairness
with which thelr duties have been discharged.

BuMer. Iam happy to statethat thé®treas-
urer and comptroller have indicated 2 willing-
ness to facllitate investigation, and the sub-
committee bas been al work this morning.
The examination, of course, will require time
to verify the correctness of the statement of
the debt. Iwould now call his Excelléncy’s
altention to the resolution, inquiring to what
extent county offices have been unnecessarily
increased. In my own county, Jor ipstance,
twenly-geven men are required Lo perform the
duties connected with the assesainent and col-
lection of taxes, discharged before the war by
one. Is it not possible that & portion of these
may be dispensed with, thus reducing the
local expenses? We ask nothing which may
not be complied with consistently 1n our judg-
ment. Our object Is not to impair your ad-
ministration, but to ald you in every possible
Way #.eXercisicg economy In government.

Governor. I feel graiijed at these assur-
ances in bebal? ot the convenilon. The in-
crease of offices was due to the belief that the
new eysiem of government would require ad-
ditiona! means, but I am kati-fed a large nom-
ber of persons can profitably be dispensed
with, I eertainly costs 105 much 1o collect
t3e tazes. apd there ie abupdaul room for re-
trenchment.  No doutt there lx also, lou
muck money paid 190 schooland county com-
missioners, Untorlusately they are oot sur-
rounded with sufficient checks. If the con-
vention would lake positive setion. und ex-
press an opinlon conterning loe many offices
created by the constitution. I belleve It wonld
have welght with the Legislature, and induce
esgpomical restrietigsw, In oue of the coun-
Lies. the cowminissioner gets oue thousand dok
lars ralary, and yet there 13 but one schuol fu
the county. That fg an absurclty, Apain, the
comptroller-generel might discherge the du-
tles of State auditor, und the oflice of aselstant
adjutant-geners! might ve zugiished,

Butler. There I3 unother cluss of oflicers in
whom a chabge i desiable. [ refer w the
trial Justices, Not belng properly distributed,
or because they wre iliterate wen, ruther thun
use the ordinary legal ageucies, Leing noable
to secure them without truvelling many miles,
are often tempted o teke the law ‘nto thelr
own hands. These things teml Lo vielenee.
All we ask ls, thet while we have Lo support the
government we ulay enjoy the benelits thul

fowgiFora & good one,  Give the people honest
oticials, and you will huve uo cuuse to com-
plain. -

Governor. [ fully appreciate your remurks,
Bad officinls have probably been one ol the
most Iruitful causes of tronble durin the last
six or elght months. Until recently, however,
from circumstances beyond my contrel, I have
had cifficulty In finding suitable persons for
trial justices, My impression is that the law
ghould be amended, and wmaglstrites be elect-
ed by the people. 1 am well convinced thut
much violence and lndifference tolaw is owing
to the fact that the people huve net had the
means of enforcing the law within their own
reach. With reference to the resolution in-
quiring the number of bonds sicned and dis-
posed of, the report ol the compiroller gives
all the infurmation I possess.

The Governor llere recapitiiated the stute-
meat, using substantiaiiy the same facls pub-
lished in Tae News during the interview in
Charleston. He added that the ouly real in-
crease to the State debt, in his judgment, was
the issue of one mililon ive bundred and fliy-
eight thousand dollars for funding the bills of
the Bank of the State, Aside from that I hold
that the balence is merely & change in the
form of the debt. As regards the rumors cou-
cerning the over issue of bonds, they have no
foundation whatever.

In reply Lo & question of General Butler as
to igeopinion on minorily representation, the
Governor remarked that while it would be an
extraordinary act of magnunim:ty oo the part

of the majority to concede the privilege, itis
of the greatest importance {0 the people, I
believe it will do more te destroy prejudice,
prevent ill-feeling, and educate the majority
than any eventthat could occur, They would
be the gainers should the Legislature, atits
pext session, pass-ao act providing lor minorl-
ty representation. I know many of my po-
ltical frlends disagree with me, but I feel it
my duty to support measures thut I believe Lo
be for Lhe zood of the people.

Dutler. One of the chief compiaints of the
people arises from the recent change in the
time for the eollection of the taxes, compelling,
during the present year, the payment. practi-
cally, of two levies. We should be ulad to
hear your views on the propriely of postpon-
ing the collection, it such a course is practi-
cable.

Governor. The principal odject of the
change may be briedy stated : We found our-
selves every year, on the first of January,
without money. The interest on the public
debt is payable at thet lime, and itis always
expepsive then to borrow. Again, alarge class
of persons realize from theirerops in the fall.
and durlng the months of November and De-
cember have more funds thaa at any other
season of e year, consequentiy they can pay
the pol and other tax withont feeling the bur-
den. This wonld add many thousand doliars
to the treasary; perhaps vay halt a. year's in-
terest on the public debt. As regards the
penalty, it has no year heenaltached until the
year after.» No seles luve been [orced for de-
linguent taxation in my knowledge. -

Trepiolm. Still the penplly was incurreds

could be assured that the penalty wanid oot
be inenrred by & moderate deiny. Iam per-
svaded nothing more I8 necessery.

Governor. The difficulty T wish to avoid s
this: Jf a public declaration was made that
the colleztion would be deferred till the first
of Mareh, or that the penalty would not be at-
tached, wonld it not be equivalent to sayivg to
the people. your taxes are not wanted till
then. and thus indace those who might volun-
terily pay to ‘ait to the last moment !

Treaholm. Jow would such 2 sugzgestion
as thiz do, that after the period for the collez-
tlon of taxes =hall have elapsed, you should
make the announcement that all delinquents
who paid taxes before the first of March shonld
have their penalties remitted.’

Governor. That will do.

Lathers. What th2 convention desires is to
apprise the public that, in as much as the law
bears oppressively upon them during the pres-
ent year, although exceptional, you will an-
nounce now that time will be granted those
who ar2 unable to pay until the 1st of March.

Governor. I am perfectly willing to do
that.

Lathers, That, I think, will be satisfac'ory
to the taxpayers of the State.

Weatherly. .I thinE it fmporlant that ithe
books shonld be opened at the time provided,
especially for the collection of the poll tax, 1T
belleve it would have a happy, benefcial effect
on the people, and on finances.

Ball, (Lanrens.) If onr people can pay the
tax at all, it Is-durlng the'months ef Novem-
ber and December. The crop will then have
been sold, and arrangements are then made
{or the ensning year.

Lathers. What, then, may we understand ¥

which the penalty would attach, until the 1st
of March will be given those who have been
npable to pay, without the penalty.

The conversation oW became more gene-
ral, the Governor speaking with frankness on
all guestions propounded. His viewson the
subjects discussed having been already pub-
lished. it is unnecessary to recapitulate them
here. Astlie committee were about separa-
ting, the Governor, after expressing his grati-
fication at the interview, said: *‘T am satisfied
the convention can accomplish Its objects
readily, by putting forth influences that will
aid in the maintenance of law and order, and
I am glad to see LMs disposition manifested.”
Butler. Apd il we take that course, you
wil! give us good officers ?

Governor. U course I will, =

The visit here terminated,” both parlies
separating. apparantly mutuaily pleased with
the results, and with the prospect of reaching
an ~arly solution of the chiel existing difi-
culr.2s, Al of the commillee were present,
and, vy the invitation of the Governor, llan-
gler, Purker, Deane, State Auditor Neagle.
Kimpton, CardozaBeverly Nash and Jillson,
aleo were interested spectators of the curlous
gcene. The couversalion lasted nearly four
hours. The Judges of the Supreme Court hul
also peen invited, but did not attend.

Proecedings of the Convention.

The convention assembled at 12 o'cluck. A
lurze alditional nwober o delegates were
seated, Several distinguished men were in-
vited on the floor. Warley's resolufion ' In
relution to the adminlstration of justice, favor-
ubly reported on by the execullve commitiee,
was adopled.

Jndgs Aldrich offered a resolution. that the

exec.tive commlttee, together witl the presi-
dent of the convention, retain the organiza-
tion, with power Lo ca | the couvention at any
expedient thne: ulso, B resolation, thet a com-
mitlee of live e appointed by the executive
commitlee o prepare i report oa the condi-
tlun of the State.  Referred.
Wallace, of Richland, offered a resolution
thut & commitiee of Uve be appuinted to co-
operale with Lhe attorney-general in prosecu-
ting oflcivls charged with the embezzlernent
of public lunds and bribery in the Legisiature,
Referred 1o the executive committee.

Smart, of Beanfort, offered o series of’ reso-
luttons to uppoint & committee of five Lo inves-
tigate the lHabilities of the State, und to reguest
the officers of the varions departments to fur-
nish infornation; tu make the execulive cow-
mittee permanent. and thut it shall assist the
Governor, it desired, in securing the services
of #ood citizens to il the oflices of the Siare,
thus furnishing a guarantee <for o wise adinin-
istration, Finally, that the conventivn s op-
pused 19 repudintion of all legal lebts. Refer-
red Lo Lthe execntive connnitlee.

Wilson, of Georgetown, offered & resolution
that the execulive commillee provide Lhe
weans for the paymeut of the expenses of Lhe
convention.

A recess was then taken ull 7
evening, this being memorial day.

EVENING SESSION.

The convention reassembled at Lall-past 7.

Colonel T. Y. Slmons offered. a rezolution
embod;ing the second resolution ol the Beard
of Trave. Referred.

[The resolution of the Charleston Board of
Trade here relerred t0'ls as follows: *That
we deem it our dwy to warn all’ persons not
to recelve, by way of purchese, loan, or other-
wise, any bond or obiization herealter issued,
purporting to bind the property or pledge the
eredit of Lthe State; and that all such bonds or
obligations will Le held by usto be nulland
void, us baving been issued corruply, im-
providently and for frauduieut purposes,and
.n deregation of the rights ol that portion of

o'clock this

¥

and # would® be werv desirable if the public.

Governor. That,’after the iime elapses to,

the people of this State npon whom the public
burdens are made to rest.”] :

Adams. of Richland, offered a resolution re-
commending that the collection of taxes for
1571 be postponed. Referred to the executive
committee.

Warley, of Darlington. ofiured a resolution
that the convention declare thatitisthein-
tention of the people to resist by lawful means
the payment of any debt hereafler contracted
by the present Stale goveroment. or any fu”
ture government. in which property holders
are unrepresented. Referred to the executive
committee. ; :

J. P. Thomas. ‘rom Lhe committeg on elec-
tions, read 2 lengthy report, embodying the
vlews on cumulative voling, bafore pudlished
by that gentleman, Manning moved thab it
be laid on the teble. whick brought speeches
from Trenho'm. Gary, Cantion, Chesautand
Chamberlatn. The report fndlly was adopted
almost nnanimously.

The Governor was on tie foor of the con~
vention to-night.

—_———
THE FIRST DAX’S PROCEEDINGS.

Personal sketches of Prominent Dele-
gates—The Memarks of President
Porter=The Varioms Resoluwtions,
Committees, &c.—A Full Report,

“FROM OTUR OWN COBRESPONDEST.]
CoLtMpla, S, C., May 9.

ot since the year 1860 has there aszembled
in South Carolina such an array of marked
and distinctive men as are now in conventlon
in this city. Scan the names, and you will ind
that they have Leen repeated for nearly o
weneration of publelife. Scan the faces, and
you will see something of the strong indirid-
uality which has left its imprint on the people,
directed public sentiment and achieved power,
You will find among these delegates men of
rare prudence, abllity and forethoughl; men
who tinve dilled the highest offices in the State
and dignifiled the counciis of the natlon; men
who have been batlered and searred by the
tempests of war; men who once possessed al-
most the wealth of princes, and dispensed hos-
pltality with a lavishness that knew no limit;
men whose influence at home concentirates
and directs the public will, and makes them
the mouthplece for its expreszion; men iden-
tiied with the past, tle present and the fafnre
of fouth Carolina—the owners of Its soil, and
by 1izht the best representatives of its inter-
ests in the hody now essembled.

Take & look at some of themns they sit in
this spucious Senate chamber. There is the
president, Hon. Wiliilam D. Porter. of Charles-
ton, o former lieuterant-governor of the State,
and wearing still“the [rdut of a statesman—
one whose voice in counsel has been heard on
a thonsand occasions, in peace and in war.
upd whose courlly grace asa presiding officer
has lost none of [ts charm, although, for the
moment, he occupies the chair of a colored
suceessor to the onorsof a Benate,

Yonces sits Hoo. Gabrlel Cannon, of Spar-
tanburg, also a former lleutenant-governor,
His balr is frosted by time, and his tall 8gure
droops a little under the burden ol years, bul
they have been years ol useinlness, and his
peoplelove him, Standing near by Is Major
General M, C: Butler, of Edgefleld, the hand-
somest man ig the convention, and one of the
brightest intellects in the Stete. Popnlar in
manners, frank in address, Tuent in speech,
and a reads devater, IL1s po wonder that he
has met with success in every department of
lite, Eo, loo, with that keen, restless-eyed
man, General Gary, alto from Edgefield. One
would not judge from his quick, elastic slep
and flowlng locks that forty-odd years liave
played their pranks with him, but he has been
admirably preserved, and few men inSouth
Carolina enjoy wore deserved fame. Helsa
torcible speaker—shurp, Incisive; and an ngly
antagonist. Saire

On the other side of the chamuer is General

Johuson Hagood, of Barnwell—calm, undem-
onstrative, and 5o full of gentlenees In gpeech
that you would not suspect how, on more than
one occasion, he led, as it were, the “ferlorn
hope,” and once charged, almost alone, into
tile Jaws of death 1o retake bLis eaptured flag.
Generals Hershaw and Kennedy .are not yet
here; but there gits Wallace, of Unlon, the
high-toned Christian soldier, who, always
houored by the cilizens of his district, does
equal honor to them on every publie occasron,
There. too, Is Hon. James Chesout, of Ker-
shaw, ex-Governor, ex-United States senatov,
and ex-Confederate general—perfect type ol
the old Lime statesmen., Sitting by him s Hon,
A. P. Alirich, of Barnwell, formerly the speaker
of the House of Representative and judge.. A
magnificent head and fuce, out of which glean
& puirol gray eyes that meon business, tell
you of Intellectuul power and resources
that have never filed the people In their time
of peed.  Butl to-ay he isonly -2 teXpayer.s
Yonder, three or four seats dstant, isanother
public mun, whese nawme has been a bouse-
hold word in South Carolioa for generations—
Ex-fiovernor Manning, of Clarendon, whose
prineely home and library were given to the
fames by Sherman’s troops. 1 see, alse, u
yonder corner, quletly watching the tide of
events, lun, George A, Trenholm, once the
secretary of the Treasury of the Confederate
Stutes, Few excel him in speech, aud none
o inancial ability. At his side Is Colonel
Richard Lathers, who, alter a guarter of a
century in New York, where he won weaith
and disiinetion, returns 16 his native Siate to
assist in workiog out the problem ol her wel-
fare. Col. Lathers hus suck a happy way of
presentivg dry fucts rnd fuores, that they
cpem alwost pieturesigue. Ooe of the solid
men of the convention, and greatly beloved
by his people, is Colonel T. €. Weatl erly, of
Aarlboro’. Practical. progressive aud hopetal
of the future, ne member Wil in a quiet Way,
more impress his Influence upon this body.
Colonel F. F. Waley, ol Dasiington, is avother
stropy man, whose *volee was for war when
war meant fighting,? but in peace is heard
hopetnlly enconrnging his people and de-
nonnecing their oppressors, He is one ol the
prominent lawyers of the eastern part of the

State.

I might o on and 4l coinmnz with personul
descriptions of the distingnished pnblicists
aronnd me, bui epough has peen wiitten lo
convey an hilen of the churacter of the conven-
tion. These gentlemen have met Lo discuss
the situation calmly ami withiout passion; not
10 prieve over the past, not Lo do one fuolish
act that good judgment can avoid, and nut to
wrangle over political differences. They will
stmply probe the (estering wound [rom which
the State Is now suffering, and, Il possible,
sugyest the remedy. They will examine the
books and aceounts of officiale, investigate, as
far os les in their power, the condition of the
public treasury, strengthen the credit of the
Stgte,.and prevent, il' practicable, the Issne of

‘further bonds of indebtedness. The ldea of

repudiation has ot been broached, and would
not be entertained lor & moment.
LEMARKS OF HON. W. D. FOKTER.
A'ter the election ol officers L' morning,
Messrs, Chesno’, Wii-on and Sir.ons were ap-

pointed a committee to escort tie president to
the chair, on taking which, he addressed the
convention, snbstantially, as follows:

Gentlemen of the Convention—I ihank you
for this compiiment. It I3 prized the more
nighly because 1 see around e so many of
the zood men and true to whom Soiith Caro-
lina in her better days was glad-to confide her
honor, and who aré now as.(ailhful as they
ever have been. My only regret Is that the
cecasion Is Dot mare_hnrl)]?}' and pleasant. To
rebuke corruplion in high places, and to be
oblized to take measures 10 save onrselves
iror» 'rretrievable ruin, is & duty by no meens
ples-ant. As it has been piaced upon us, let
ue diseharge it maninlly, and With fidelity.
The {undamental law of the State and the
United States secures to the people the
right to assemble pesceably, and to seek,
by all lawful means, redress for thelr griev-
ances, We are assembled in such a
munner and for such a pnrpose. It is admitted
by fair minded men of all purties that there are
great public grievances, and that by their
presence there has been called into existence
such a convention as this, A convention un-
precedented In all the history of the State. A
conventien lo secure Lo ourselves a proper
share In a represeutative government. %?e
have no legislative power; we are simply an
advisory body. *But we can lnquire and inves-
tigate; ‘we can collecl and embody investiga-
tlon; we can recommend to the people, who
have conferred npon us this l.rmh ench mens-
ures os we deem necessary for their security
fa the future. Let- there oe fuirness and jus-
tlce. It we nothing extenuate, let us set down
nuught in malice. The frst great wrong is
the ingrease jn the public debt—nn exiraordi-
nary fucrease, as is admitted on all handsz. The
people of the State are entitled to know and
must know the amount of that debr. They
mnst know what is the actnal as well as the
contlingent liability ol the State ol 2ontl Caro-
lina.

That the application of the public moneys
has been extravagant, wiid and proflizate, ad-
mits of no doubt; it is without question. and,
perhaps, never i the history of ,a people was
there an instance where this recklessness and
profligncy was more shamelesaly apparent,
Corruption fluunts itsell in the light of day,
and assumes to-itsellthe garb of honesty, Ir
these things are not checked and rebuked,
they will result not only In demoralization,
but In bankrupley and rjn. The credit of the
State is dearer Lo none than it s to us. Tt has
been our traditional policy to keep and ‘hold
the public credit not only nuguestioned, but
nneuspected, We meal not repudiation, but
we do mean openly and in the most solemn
mauner to rive notice that the publie credit of
South Carohna hus been strained to the most
extreme point, and that whatever obllgalions
financlers take, they must take them at. their
own peril.

Let me admonish yon to be prudent and
wise; to avold party polities, For,every falr-
minded man who is willing to_put-his seal of
disapproval on corruption, or is willing to go
with us 1o correcting abuses, we have a wel-
coming hand. These men are our frlends,
and should be welcomed to our ranke.

The lute war lelt this people almost impov-
erished. Upon the fssnes ol the war, one of
the most valunble species of proper(y—more
than one-half of what was left to the people—
wus stricken out at a blow, Never were there
a people on the face of the earth who were
wmore eatited to eympathy.than the pecple
of South Carolina, In the name ol that peo-
ple, mueh abused, almost ruined, I call upon
you to bring to your ald your noblest eflurts at
this time, -

Again thanking the conventlon for the
lonor conferred on him, Mr. Porter closed.

A COMMITTEE OF CONFERENCE.

Genmeral Butler offered the following resolu-
tion, which was adopted :

Resolved, That a commitlee of eleven be ap-
pointed by the chair to confer with his Excel-
lency, Governor Seoit, In purshaacg of the
fourth resojution of the Chamber of Cominerce
and Board of Trade ot the City ol Charleston,
and report to this convention in writing or
otherwise,

Colonel Richard Lathers said that at this
stage of the procecdings It wonld be proper to
fix the duttes that wonld devolve upon the
convention, and he therefore would make the
suggestion that there be appointed—

1. A comnmittee to confer with the Governor
on the necessity of extending the time for the
puyment of the November taxes,

3, A committee Lo investigate Lhe indebted-
pess of the State, the books and accounts of
the treasurer and compiroller, and compare
the same with the statutes for raising and dls-
bursing the maneys of the State.

3. A committee to Investigale te accounts

of the flscel agent of the State in New York.

4. A commiltee 10 inquire into the amount
of money annually raised by taxation, and
whether there 18 any necessity lor the exces-
cive taxation now impaosed on the people.

5. A commlitee Lo Inquire into the griev-
ances und necessary fraunds and extrava-
gances, caused by the antl-American principle
ol taxption withont representation, and report
o remedy lor the same.

G. Thalun excculive commitiee be appoint-
ed, who, together with the president of this
convention, shall have it in churge to protect
the interest represented by this conventlon In
the interval of adjournment, to keep In view
the cnrrent leglsiation of anf foture meeling
of the Legislature, und to call together at sucE
Uime as they may deem expedient.

7 That thls convention coniirm tie sction
aus resolutions of the Board of Trade and the
Chamber ot Commerce of Charleston, in re-
gpect 1o the sterling loan.

§, Tha! o comnitiee be appointed to inyes-
tjaate and report o plan to restore the credit
of Lhe State, and to confer wilh the represen-
tatlves of the **fire loan securities™ of the'State,
which have been practically renndiated by the
State autbority, with a view tb repair the
dimnges to Uie good Rith and honor of the
State, by influenciog an early qirdation of
these obliguliont..e

REROLUTIONS,
The ollow!ng resolntions woere offered and

adoptal:

By General J. Hagood, ef Barnwell:

_Resolved, That Mr. 1. P. Thomas be inviled
to u seat on the floor, and to participate in the
deliberations of the convention,

By General James Chesnnt:

Resolved, Thut the Hon, A. P. Aldrieh-be
jnvited tow seal, on the floor of the conven-
tion, and Lo participate in the deliberations of
the boidy.

By General M. W. Gary:

Teesolved, That the privileges ol he floor of
this convention be tendered to the Hon, D, A,
Junuury, o! St. Lounis, Missourk

By General M. C. Batler : p

Jesolved, That the IHon, Mr. Milier, United
States Senator from the State of Georgia, be iu-
vited to o seat on the fluss of this convention.

By Hon. G. Cannon: J

Hesnlved, That jt be referred to the commit-
tee of éleven to inquire of the Governor iow
many and what zmount oi bouds he has slan-
el nnder the varlous acis: muthorizing the
same, and whut disposition has been made of
sull bonds,

By Mr. B. W. Ball, of Luurens :

Jesolved, That it be-relerred Lo Lthe cominit-
tee of eleven Lo confer with Governor S2otl.
and investigate wnd report to this bedy tu
what extent Stute and county oficers have
been nnnecessurily inerensed siace the orguni-
zatlon of the Stale government in 1868, and
with the view Lo retrenchment amd refuri,
ami to what extent tiwey might be dlspensed
wilh.

The following. offered oy Mr. Ellison Reitt,
ol Newberry, were, on nution of Colonel F. F,
Warley, kidd on the table, there being but coe
vole in the negative: -~ i

Kesolied, That the president ol 1his body be,
.'u!d he 1= hereby autlorized, Lo appoint & com-
Wittee of six to'draw up a petition settjuzr forth
the wrigvances of Lhe peonle ol this State, and
asking thie Preshlent aud  Congress 1o lake
chrge of the State, and put it upon an endur-
ing foundntion—i fonidaiion Lhat will seenre a

fiir representation of the people, that we may

uo to work, aud not oenly build up our own
State, but aid in advancing the prosperity apd
the glory of the republic. e

Jesolved, That the several counlies of the
Stale are respectiully invited to meet at their
respective couriliouses on the rst Monday In
June next, and appoint Lwo deleuutes, who
will meet in Columbia on the Monday follow-
Ing, when, after organizing, they wiil proceed
in @ body Lo Washinzton City, and present the
petition Lo the Preskdent.
General E. B. C. Cazh, of Chesterfield, offer-

ed the followiny, which was adopted:

+ Resoled, That the Governor of the State of
South Carolina be invited to a seat on the floor
ol this eonvention.

Colone] Warley offered the following, which
was adopted:

Resolved, That it be referred to the execn-
tive committee to Inguire and report upon
what terms and for what consideration the
making and execntion of the Blue Ridge Rail-
road Company, and other companles, of .a
mortgaze to Henry Clews, Henry Gourdin and
George 8. Cameron, to secure the payment of
certain bonds, was ratiled and confirmed by
the Legislature, and the said mqrtzage de-
clared to be & *lien prior to that of the Stute
on ail property described In said mortgage,
and on the #ntire line of the Blue Ridge Rail-
road, and on all other properties of the several
companies, or which they, or either of them,

.may hereater acgnire,”

Tesolved, That the committee be instructed
to report what actlon, If any, can be taken by
this body to prevent the subordination of the
State's.Jien npon the lipe of the Blue Bidﬁ'ﬂ
Rallroad, und the entire properties ol the
other companlies, to the junior claims of pri-
vate individuals, " 45 2

General M. W. Gary offered the Tollowing,
which was adopted:

Resolved, That a commiltee of seven be ap-
olnted to memoMalize the Governor and the
e.lslature of this State as o the expediency

of repealing or modifying thaelection laws of
this State, and that said committee do report
upon the-expedieney of adopting the cumula-
tive system of vollng, or such system as wiil
protect the rights of minorities.

The convention then took u recess untild

P. M;
Afternoon Session,

The president announced the following com-
mittees :

Commitlee of Seven on Election and Suflrage
Laws—M. W. Ga?. C. W. Dudley, Willlam
Wallace, B. H. Wilson, J. P. Thomas, E. 8.
Keilt, J. H. Screven.

Executive Commitlee-Jas, Cliestnut,Johnson
Hugood, Thomas Y, Simong, C. W. Dudley, E.
B. C. Cash, F. F. Wn.rle{. A. P. Aldrich, Henry
Gourdln, H, C. Smart, William Wallace, R. L.
McCaughrin, A. D. Goodwyn, Ja L. Westmore-
land. A. H. Davege, A. B. Woddrufl,

SPEETH AND RESOLUTIONS DY HON, €. W. DUD-
LEY. A

Hon. C. W. Dudley then took the floor and
delivered o speech on the political sltnation.
He dwelt at length on the errors of the past,
bat took-a hopeful view ol the present, be-
lieving that if the people would continue Lo
conguer thelr prejudices-the thirly thousand
majorily now against them wounld soon be re-
duced to a degree that would secure & just
and stable government anid a fair representa-
tion. He attempted to prove the utter inad-
equaey of this convention or the taxpayers of
the State to effect any rellef from the evilsthat
oppress us withouy the co-operation of the
colored people, and speaking hopefully of their
willingness Lo asslst and act justly, introduced
the following resotutions, which were referred
to the executive committee:

Resolved, That the people of the State medi-
tate no resistance whatever to the Government
of the United Btates, and Intend In respect
thereto td conduct themselves as peaceful,
lnw-ablding citizens.

Tesolved, That however distasteful the re-
construction measures have been to the South-
ern mind, we now view them as finalities, and
recornize the duty of obeying them in letter
and in spigt; and, &s far asin our power lies,
to make that duty pleasant.

Teesolved, That we look to time and to peace-
ful agencies, only, for the solutlon of any difi-
cnlties that now exist, or in the administration
of the public offices ol this State; and we en-
tertain the beliel that gll the changes and
modiflcations that may be desired In that con-
pection can and will ‘be efected by the qulet
influence of an enlizhtened pnblic opinion,

Resolved, That the exigencies of the Limes
demand from tie people other efforts thag
those intended Lo promote the snecess of any
stpurty,” their trine interests consisting in
nniting with good citizens of any and: all par-
tles in promoting the welfare of every section
and of every class of the people.

Teesolved, That we deprecule any and all
local disturbances arising out of the Irritation
consequent upon the supposed mal-adminis-
traifon of publie affairs in the State, and-we
appeal Lo the people to respect the laws and to
look to -them only for the redress of their
grievances,

ONLY TIE BEST MEXN FOR OFFICE.

Colonel F. F. Warley {ntroduced the follow-
Ing, which was referred to the executive com-

mittee:

Resolued. That this convention earnestly ex-
hort the people of the State to abstain from
all aets of violence caleninted to supplant Lhe
regulur und due ndministration of justicy, aud
to rely upon the luw and other proper ugen-
cies for the redress ol those grievances of
‘which they nstly complain.

er.s-uirted, That s Excellency (Governor
Seott having expressed ¢ desire to uppoint
good men 10 oflice; It Is but due to hiwm that
The eltizens of every county should communi-
cate [recly with him in reference fto the feel-
ings and qualieatlons of his appointees Lo
office, 2nd give him the opportunily to remove
those who have ehown tlemselves to be in-
efficlent. unworthy or unfit for the offices
they hold. -

Ttesblved, That we recommend the people
throughout the State, without respect Lo poli-
tical opinions, to assemble In primary meet-
inze, and earnestly bnt respectiully petition
the Legislature Lo abolish the numerous use-
lesy offfces which are sustalned by taxation, to
repeal the many obnoxious and unequal luws
wiieh encnmber our Statute books, and Lo en-
et ’sueh laws as will secnfe to Lhe laxpayers a
laiv representution in the Legislature.

TAXATION WITHOUT REPRESENTATION.

Hon. A, P, Aldrich offered the loliowing res-
clution, which was referred to the execntive
commillee :

Tesolved, That the execative commitice do
inguire and report on the grlevances of'laxa-
tion without, alegnate representation in tbe
taxing body, and snggest a remedy for the ex-
izling evil.

THE FINANCTAL AGENT AND THE E, K. K.

Hon, D H. Chamberlain offered the follow-
ing, which was referred to the executive cowm-

millee: s

Tesolved, That a committee of five be raised
to exumine and report upon the accounts of
the State with the linancial ngent of the Stute
in New York, and 1hat they apply to the Gov-
ernor for his aid and autliority to make this
examination.

Also, the following preamble and resoluticns
were referred 10 the snme comuwitiee:

Whereas, 'I'he material welfure of the prop-
erty-holders and taxpiyers of this Stale de-
nand the fuithiul enforcenent of the laws for
the protection ol life wnd property; and where-
as violenee und erime, it permitted Lo go un-
punished, tend inevilebly Lo derange the in-
dustry, paralyze the enterprise, and destroy
the natlonal welfare of our Srate: therelore,

Jtesolved. That the executive committee of
this conveniion be izetrueled to Inguire into
the alleged vivlvnce now prevailing in several
connlies of this Stale, and Lo Teport upon a
plan fur the better exeention of the laws
asainst suen violenee, and the Lettet protection
of #ll cluzens o thelr lives amd property
threvghout 1he Siate.

The convention then adjburned until 12 M,
10-IOITOW.

MINORIPY REPHESENTATION.

The followhe letter his been sent to Colonel
Richrrd Lathers by A. J. Rapster, the Republi-
can Livulenznt-Governor:

CoLtuBla, 5, C., May 9, 1871,
Tu toloiel Richard Lathers:

Deal Si—Yon Lave £sked a written opin-
jon Irom me on the subject ot *‘cumulative”
voline, or minority representation. This I
would mosi giadly give at length, had 1 the
time just now 1o Wiiie 1t in full. Permll. me,
however. to say in briel, that the sebeme
meels my most hearty approval; not only be-
canse 1 believe 1t would go lar 10_secure last-
ing pence Lo our now digiracted Slate, but be-
cause it is right in ftself. 1t is Republican in
it broadest sense, which secures to the whole

eople ,u ioint and equal representation.

oping to be afforded the upportooity to give
my views more fally ani publicly on the sub-
ect, T am, rlear sir,

Your obedient servant,
iSigned) A, J. BANSIER,

That the dellberations of the convention are
attracting general attention le best attested by
the presence here of correspondents frcm the
leading journals of the North and West, the
Herald, Tribune, Times, World, Bun, Evenlng
Post and Cincinnatl Commercial each being
represented. These correspondents ate de- |
seribing men and things {rom thelr respective
standpoints, and every word and act which
illustrates the temper of the body or the peo-
.ple at large s whisked over the wires to the
millions who imagine that we are a band of
Ku-Klux, and that no gaod can come out of
Nazareth. PERSONNE.

OUR STATE DERBT.

-

Statement of the Funded Debt of the
State of South Carolina, and Inferma=
tion Relative Thereto.

The following s the officlal exhibit ol the
State debt submitted to (he Taxpayers’ Con-
vention by Comptroller-Generul Neagla:

Amount of bonds and scock oot
standiog on the 1st of October,
1867, as exhibited by the report of
the comptroller-general, for No-
vember, 1867, pp. 43-46 ees $7,640,085 23

Less amount issued for Confelerate

2,241,840 00

WAar Jurposes.....
.- $6,407,215 23

NELTOML . tie comsranosmnnsrns

Amount ontstanding on the 1st of
November, 1870, as shown by the
report of the comptrofler-geaeral
for the flscal year 1869-'70, pp. !
B5-6T. ceveveasenarnsssarsnnnnrasanas 517064808 98

Bonds authorized to be ssued by the preszn: ad-

ministraton are as follows:

Under act approved Angust 26, 1868,
for redemption of billa receivable
iesued by previous adminlstration. § 500,000.00

Under act approved August 26, 1868,
I]% ga:mem of interest oL puolic
ORI . s asssnrssssssassssanassrstsnns

" Emder act, approved September 15,
1868, for fuuding bilis of Bank of

Utgee;imtte'o: South Us.;ollnn.. e
§il act, approved February 17,

,1800; for renief of the treasury{.‘..

Under zct, approved March 17, 1869,
for purposes of lantl commisslon..

Under wet, approved Mareh 1, 1870,
for purpcses of land cominlssion,.

1,000,000 00

1,258,550 00
1,001,000 00
200,000 00
500,000 00
B e e RO H BhT e ot
to November 1, 1870: To financlul agent, as per

comptroller’s report 18649, pages 151, 164, &o.:
October, 1868, for red.emplllz‘qg of bills <

PECEIVALIL, .o cvunenvonannnnnsaenss® 507,000 00
Outolier, 1868, as ahove for payment
Interest on public debh..uveereusns 1,002,000 00
aut::-gﬁ.a Lwa' as ahove, for rellel of
: S o .. 1,009,000 00
septomber, 155 Tand
commission... i 200,000 00
Mny, 1870, as ab m- >
2 500,000 00

mtss;!-m wass

DORAL ey e aiaas cansisausanas B By 20, 000700
Ol which the rollowlnF have been scld by
the financial agent, as wlll appear by reference
to his reports, included in those of the comp-
troller-general, for 1809 (page 153,) acd 1870
(page 101) : ~
seplember, 1869, For redemption of

bilS recelvAbIe. cvvsers s msriasas 260,000 00
October, 1889, For redemptiou of

bllls recelvable..civeriarranernanas 200,000 00
Oectuber, 1809. For paymeut of ID-

teresi on pubile’ debt...........0.. 500,000 DO

Tute!........:...................;_I.E.mu 00
Leaving unsold in his hands, Novem-
ber 1, 1870, .cccauuinnsanssnassaads§ 2,200,000 00
Amount of bonds soid by financial
agent as above, 18, ... AP $ 1,000,000 00
Amount lssacd, in fuodiog, to hold
erg uf bllis on the Bank of the State
oI South Carollnf....vuvesneneiies

_ 1,2t8,660 00
To‘!al amount of new oonds bearing =5
IEreSl. .. ose . enersrnnarenaaa, B 2,268,660 00
Increase of bonds amd stocks Isuuanls il
in fouding noder acts of Septem-
ber sud December, 1850, being net
amount recelved from partles
funding! to make even' sums of
o S1009 200 $60B..cernniiienninines

RECAPITULATION. 2o

Amount of bonds and stocks (ex-

clusive of fuvaiid war Issues) Octo-

ber 1, 180‘-'_.............‘............SS.iN,ﬂlﬁ 23
ln:.r?g-;e of State debt since Octobér
By lssue’ of bonds for funding bills :

Bapk State South Caro.)na........$1,253,650 00
Bj'a lssu: of bonds sold vy foancinl

PO 2 ssassesssansnasaserananaas +.-$1,60,000 00

By R o bois AR RS RAT

to purties paying in various sums =

to make even $100s and $504...... 143 76

Total funded debt, November 1, 1870.$7,665,908 08

The comptroller-general, In view of the In-
terest at present manifested In the cenditlon
und management of the finances of the Btate,
deems It proper to present, for the informa-
rJlon ol the public, the foregolng exhibit; and,
in doing so, takes occasion to remark that it
will afford him pleasure, at all times, to fur-
nish Lhe tullest inlormation relative taereto;
more especially would he be pleased Lo recelve
and exhibit to a committee rum the Taxpayers’
Convention, to assemble on the 9th lostant,
the books und records of- bis office, and to
show openly, in detal], or otherwise, th2 man-
ner In which its affairaare condneted.

J. L. NEAGLE, Compiroller-Geperal,

Comptroller-General's office, Columbia, 8.
C., May 1, 1§71,

14376
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NEWS FROM WASEINGION.

The High Joint Treaty In Execulive
Sesslon.

- WasumveToN, Muy 10

The Sepate met at noon. The proclemeation
convening the session was read. A commit-
tee of two was appointed to walt on-tha Presi-
[dent and inform him that the Senate was
ready to receive any communleation he may be
pleased Lo make.

The President has signed the (reaty between
the United States and San Salvador. The
nominations sent In to doy are Joseph Belk-
nap, supervising inspector of steamboats, end
John M. Francig, of New York. Minister to
Greece. :

The 5th Maryland Regiafent, (clad in gray,)
had & champagpe lunch at Arlington Houre

was brilliant and very orderly.

The treaty was read In Executive zescion,
The reading took about an hour. Cameron
spoke in commendation of Its provisions, and
hoped they wonld be acceptable to the Senate
and people. He moved that the teXt be given
to the press, but withdrew his motion at the
snggestion of Conkling. Sherman spoke In
deprecation ol the treaty, suggesting several
amendments, Adjourned to Friday.

R
PENNSTLVANI.i KU-KLUX.
Sepastoy, Pa., May 10,

Three Iphorers have been found dead in o
gwamp, beaten and kicked to deatn, and
other outrages have oceurred. The police and
military ara in stronyg force. but the irditation

is greal. .

FUST IFYPE-SETIING.

PRILADELPHIA, Muy 10
The zoptest for the swiltest Lype-setiing oc-
curred thronghout the Unfon and Canada to-
day, for a silver composing stick, offured by
the proprietors ot the Printers’ Circular. The
result-here was: George Arenberg, 1822 ems

in an hour, and Richard McLean, 1627,
—————— -
STATE OF THE WEATHER.

WassIxGToN, May 10.
Partially clondy and clear weather is proba-
ble for the lakesand gulf on this day, and
clondy followed by clearing upwenther onthe
South Atlantle. No materiul change is uppre-

hended for the Middle and Eastern Staies,

this evening, provided by citizens, The affair |

TREATY OF PEACE S51GNED.

The Communists Suffering Farther Res
verses—General Rossel Reslgns Com=
mand, and Asks 1o be Put in a Celle
Treaty of FPeace Signed Between
France and Germany.

. o5 EONDOY, . May 10,

Thiers'’s circuldr exuits over the capture of
Issy and much ammunition and artillery,
General Douay having crossed the Beine, I8
eptrenched within three hundred yards of the
wails of Paris. Thlers, in his cirenlar, says the
relgn of the Infamous faction is drawing to &

-close. The Versaillists lost heavily before Issy.

There was o heavy attack on Montrouge on -
Tuesday. The result is unknown. A fire ls

raging in Vanvres., - Ay
Paris, May 8—Night.
Last night the insurgents, convinced of the
Impossibility of holding Tssy, evecuated the
fort by way of Vanvres, thereby escaping the
flerce cannonade, The enemy became fearful
of causing an explosion in Issy and fire in
Vanvres. Meanwhile the Insurgents attempt~
ed an_attack in-the direction of Neullly, but
were swept down by the Versallllats’ mitrail-
leurs with gréat slaughter. The cannonadd.
at Neullly is now .violent. General Rossé
closes a communication to the Commune,
complaining that he has not received proper
gupport, in the following words: “Two
courses were open to our forces, viz: to break
through the obstacles which environ Parls or
to retire; the former has been fonnd impossi-
ble, and therefore we have retired. Ihave the
honor to ask of you a cell n the Malzas,” ;
Montretourt -is furiously bombarding the
southwestern portion of Parle, whence the ped-

ple fly. ;

VERSATLLES, May 9. -
All Republicans are nniting. Eight hupdred
thousand projectiles, chlefly shells, have been
taken to Valerlen ready for the bombardment
of Parls, The assault will be made by Douay,

with ten thousand men.
Loxpoy, May 10.

The Itallan Chambers has passed the Papal
auarantee bil, with the Senate’s modification.
A motlon to disestablish the English Church
falled in the Hownse of Commens by 285 ma-
Jority, Disraeli and Gludstone both opposing

the move,
The Latest.

FRANEFORT-0N-THE-MAIN, May 1.

A definitive treaty of peace between France
and Germany was signed at 2 o’clock *o-day.
Loxpo:, May 167

The following is another version of General
Rossel’s letter to the Commune, resigning his
command of the army. He says: “I cannot
endure to hold the responsibility where every- .
body dellberates, where nobody obeys ordels,
where tothing Is organized; and where the
guns depend for service upon a few volun-
teers.” In continuation, the general com-
nolains that reinforcements had not been grant-
ed him when urgently needed, and that in
point of fact the Commune was Incapable of
dfscharging the duties appertalning to it. He
therefore retires from its service, and asks for
a cell In Malzas prizon. S

The Very Latest,

Vanvres I3 silll burning, and an attack is
momentarily expected. Rossel persists In his
resignation. -Desertions from the Commune-
to the Commltitee, and between the members
of each, are growleg.

————— e — ———
LAWLESS DOINGS IN NORTH CAROQ=
LiN4, :

e mET
Wiramscroy, N. C., May 10.

Last night, Lowry and his band of outlaws
went to Lumberton, 1o Robeson County, and
Lreaking cpen the jail, released several of his
fullowers, e retired without molestation,
though a company of United States iroops were
quartered in the town.

The Contederate memorial day was celebrat-
ed here with great spirit. In the aiterngon all
business wos suspended, and thousands visit-
ed the cemetery, where the decorstion of the
graves took place. The proceedings were
very Imposing, and an eloquent address wos
delivered by Major Robert Strange. :

-— e
RAILROAD MEN IN COUNCIL.

AUGUSTA, GA., May 10.
The railroad convention met to-day. The
Cotton States Horticultural Exhibition opened
also, a large crowd being In attendance. The
Georgle Press Assocletion met znd elected
Colonel Christy, ol Athens, president for the
ensning year. The weather is cold and - ralny.

————
GRAND ARMY CF THE REPUBLIO.

Bosrox, May 10.
The national convenlion of the Grand Army
of the Republic has assembled, Logan pre-
sidipg. One hundred and fitty delggates are
present. nearly every Northern State being
represented. The proceedings are kept se-

erét. -
————— :

THE CONNECTICUT CONTEST.

HaRTEoORD, Coxy., May 10.
The Tegislature has been convened. The
committee has reported that Jewell Is elected
by a majority of 86. A debate I3 progressing
in the House,

—_———
SPARKS FROM THE WIRES.

—Snow fell to a depth of three inches Tnes-
day night, at North Moun:ialn, ten mlles from
Harrisonburg, Va.

—A number of cases, involving the effect of
the Pre.ident’s pardon, were postponed by the
Court of Claims, to await the action of the,
Stpreme Court upon the constitutionality of |
Drake’s amendment, ror

—The echooner George Henry, of Brooklyn,
was found broken up at Rockland, Me., with
no signs of the crew.

—Mace and Coburn were at Erie yesterday,
enroute for the battle-fleld. There 15 no reason
to anticipate a failure of the plans for a fight.

FINE JEWELRY, WATCHES, &o.
THE LATEST STYLES.

Partjeular atteatlon i3 invited to the NEW,
LARGE AND ELEGANT STOOK OF WATCHER,
JEWELRY, SILVERWARE AND FANCY GOODS,
suiteble for Presenis, just received and opened.,

AT :

JAMES ALLAN'S, No. 307 KING STREET.

JAMES ALLAN'S, No, 307 KING STREET.

JAMES ALLAN'S, No. 307 KING STREET.

All the newes: amd most exquisite designs in
7 Jewelry, comprising,
SETS OF PEARL, GARNET, ALL GOLD,

s CORAL AND STONE,

Lecn:ine, Opera, Neck and Vest CHAINS; Seal
Rlogs. Dlamond Ringe; Genl's Pins, Pearland
Diamond; Plalo Goid and Wedding Rlogs always
on hand or made to order; Sleeve Bultons and
atuds, Bracelets, Brooches and Earrings; Armlets
and Neck!aces, in Gold and Coral; Brooches for
Hair or Minlatures, Lockets, Charms and Masonic
Pins, Glove Bands, &t
JAMES ALLAN'S, No. 307 KING STREET,

A few duors above Wentworth street,

aovimwl p




